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Agenda

• Brief intro to IUCN WCPA (for new Members)
• Current global priorities and programs

• Regional priorities and activities (Zolton Kun)



Commissions of the IUCN



Mission

To develop and provide scientific, technical and policy advice and 
advocate for global and national systems of marine, freshwater and 
terrestrial protected areas and other effective area-based 
conservation measures (OECMs) that result in successful outcomes 
for the conservation of biodiversity, based on principles of sound 
design, good management, and equitable governance.

WCPA Mandate (2021-2024)



WCPA’s Strategic Approach

● Ensure Protected and Conserved Areas (PCAs) result in effective 
conservation outcomes

● Build PCA skills, capacity and resources to deliver on 
conservation outcomes 

● Promote PCAs as natural solutions to address societal challenges 
○ Biodiversity
○ Climate
○ Health
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NEW!- in process
Restoration TF
Spatial Planning TF
Protected Planet SG 
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The imperative



Observations on 30x30

• Reverse the curve
• Three pathways (PAs, OECMs, Indigenous and traditional territories)
• Effectiveness, with equity, is key
• Global target
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The tool can be downloaded as an interactive 
PDF and filled in online, or printed and filled in as 
a hardcopy.

Currently available in English. Translations into 
French, Indonesian, Portuguese, Spanish, 
forthcoming. Other languages planned.
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Recognition of Indigenous and Traditional Territories
UN Declaration of the Rights of Indigenous Peoples

Social Safeguards, Free Prior Informed Consent, Grievance Mechanisms



Sa Pa, Vietnam; 
Image Credit: Ives Ives on Unsplash

Governance, Equity and Rights Specialist Group

Best Practice in Social 
safeguards Free Prior Informed 

Consent



• A privately protected area is a 
protected area, as defined by IUCN, 
under private governance
• Individuals and groups of 

individuals
• Non-governmental organizations
• Corporations (for-profit and 

conservation)
• Research entities (universities, 

field stations)
• Religious entities

• Same management categories as 
government PAs

http://privateconservation.net

30% by 2030



Freshwater Specialist 
Group

Marine Theme



Integrated and 
connected approach: 

Networks of 
Protected and 

Conserved Areas; 
Ecological Corridors

Conservation at Scale
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Group



EFFECTIVENESS
Strengthening existing 
protected area systems



Improving Effectiveness of PAs & OECMs

Develop a WCPA consensus framework & approach for assessing the effectiveness of PAs and OECMs.

Develop and implement a plan to get adoption & scaling of this framework & approach by key global actors

Green List Standard
Improving effectiveness of PCAs

Green List Certification 
Programme

WCPA aims to build capacity to improve the 
effectiveness of PCAs irrespective of whether 

they pursue the Green List Certification



Biodiversity Science 
and Policy



Subsidies
Incentives
Standards

Certification 

SUSTAINABLE USE

PAs
OECMs
Indigenous Territories

Production landscapes
Commercial Fisheries
Commercial logging areas
Agricultural plantations

Areas important for biodiversity and ecosystem 
services

Areas that are managed to achieve biodiversity 
outcomes

Scaling nature 
conservation

70% 30%



Capacity Theme

Scaling Natural 
Solutions Theme



Human Capacity and 
Workforce Needs for 
Scaling Up Protection

555,000 3 million

286,000 1.5 million

PA PERSONNEL

PA RANGERS



IUCN WCPA Ranger Awards

Image credit: IUCN



Target 3 Partnership
• Co-hosted with the CBD 
• Parties (governments)
• Donor philanthropies
• Multi-lateral agencies
• NGOs and IPLCs

• Montreal, December 2022
• Cambridge, UK June 2023
• SBSTTA Nairobi Oct 2023
• UNEA Nairobi Feb 2023

Ø Share experience 
Ø Leverage strengths
Ø Encourage collaboration 







30x30.solutions







Building knowledge and tools for 
sustainable financing toward 30x30

Good Practice Guidelines on 
Financing for Protected Areas under 
development



rewild.org  |  Together, for all wildkind.

Protected Areas as NATURAL CLIMATE 
SOLUTIONs

Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework

T2: Restoration
T3: 30x30
T8: Biodiversity-Climate Nexus

UNFCCC
PARIS AGREEMENT

Operationalizing Nature Based Solutions

Synergistic climate and biodiversity outcomes 

How can achieving T3 help countries meet climate targets?



Protected areas: 
Nexus of biodiversity and climate agendas

Protection of natural carbon sinks with a 
focus on ecological integrity:

Primary forests
Peatlands
Mangroves



…and more





Senior V.P., Stewardship 
QLF Atlantic Center for the Environment

Partner, NPS Stewardship Institute
NPS.gov/StewardshipInstitute

Vice Chair,
Scaling Natural Solutions

brentmitchell@qlf.org

Asante Sana!


