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Vision Nature-based Solutions for Living European Rivers

Governance of the LER initiative 

Where are we? Challenges and opportunities

Looking back How far have we come?

LER catchments Iconic rivers and other priorities
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Iconic Free Flowing Rivers

Bankable Water Solutions

Freshwater 
Initiatives



Rivers are the veins of Europe

Free-flowing rivers are the 
freshwater wilderness 









60% of EU rivers in bad status

More than 21 000 hydropower plants + 8785 new 
planned

90% of river floodplains transformed

Decline of 93% of migratory fish populations since 
1970

Flood risk multiplying and water scarcity moving 
North

Green Deal

Available funding and ongoing projects; MERLIN, 
other Horizon projects, Coke partnership with CEE 

Positive policy discourse

Higher sensitivity due to recent CC effects in Europe 




